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causes I lingered on from day-to day, still hoping that in the course of a few days both Mrs. Hudson and myself would so far recover as to allow of my departure for the seat of war; until at last I became discouraged, and resolved to offer my resignation. Accordingly, near the close of August, I came on to New York, and there tendered my resignation, dated, I think, Sept. 1, to Colonel Serrell, assigning as my main reason therefor "continued and obstinate ill-health, such as to render me unfit for the service." The Colonel told me he would forward it to the Commanding General, and that he thought it would not be necessary for me to come on to the seat of war till I should hear further from General Butler. Thereupon I rested in New York till the receipt of your order dated Sept. 13, as telegraphed to Col. Serrell, when I made all the haste I could to get forward, and reported at your Headquarters on the 19th inst. That ever since the death of my son as aforesaid, his mother, broken down with grief and care, has been sick, so much so that at one time she was hardly expected to live; and that, though somewhat better, she was still far from well when I last heard from her. That, notwithstanding this, and notwithstanding my own ill-health, I do now sincerely regret my act of non-obedience to your order of July 3; that in this act I was clearly wrong; that I ought to have hastened forward at once to do as required; and that for not having done so I heartily crave your pardon, and submit myself to such inflictions as may be judged needful for the good of the service; at the same time assuring you, that the act did not proceed from anything like contempt of your authority.
This, I believe, is all that need be said in reference to the two points specified above. But I beg leave to add a few words touching another matter that was referred to during our interview of last Monday.
Among the faults then charged upon me was mentioned that of taking, or intending to take, money from the Government without any duty done.
On this point, I crave your allowance to plead, in the first place, that till the receipt of your order of July 31 was honestly proceeding in obedience to Gen. Gilhnore's order of May 29. I have not drawn, nor attempted to draw, any pay for any of the time that has elapsed since the issuing of your order remanding me to my regiment. On the contrary, I have all along anticipated a probable forfeiture of my pay for the